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IN THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently Ainended) In a general-piupose comp\iter system, a lending library ^aratus 
comprising: 

an electronic asset lending library database containing a plurality of user accounts and at 
least one license for an imus e d electronic asset t eoned assigned by a user haying one of the 
plurality of user accoimts; 

. an account manager to maiTitain the user accounts; 

an asset manager to mairitjiiii the licenses for the unus e d electronic assets; and 
a loan manager to control the boirowin^ ef assignment of the license for the unuaod 
electronic asset ^ to another user having another one of the plurality of usct accounts; 




2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising a notification 
manager to notify an assignee of the license for the electronic asset borrow e r when the loan 
manager approves a loon an a^tRipTiment to the borrow e r assignee of the license for the «nm e4 
electronic asset. I 



3 . (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein: 

the account manager further maintains a subset of the plurality of user accounts a$ 
members of a one of a plurality of conunimities; 

the asset manager fiirther maintains ownership of the license by one of the communities; 

and 

the loan manager restricts the borrowing assignment of the license for the 4imised 
electronic asset to a- bonower an assignee having a user account momborah ip in the oomo 
community having ownership of the license. 

4. (Currently Amended) The appaiatus of claim wherein: 

the account manager further maintains a subset of the plurality of user accounts as 
members of a one of a plxirality of access control lists; 
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the asset manager further maintains an association between the access control list and the 
unuDod electronic asset; and 

the loan manager furth e r restricts the borro^sing aRsignTnent of the license for the mused 
electronic asset to ft borrow e r an assignee having a user account feted-in an access control list 
associated with the unus e d electronic asset. 




(Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the access control list 
restriction is overridden in response to a request by a borrower an assignee not having a 
user account listed in the access control list associated with the mused electronic asset. 

(Cancelle(^^^ 

(Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the borrovyer assignee 
notification is an electronic message addressed to the borrow e r assignee ^4 containing 
written instructions for installing for downloading the unused electronic asset. 



8. (Previously Amended) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the notification is 
communicated over a coimnunications network. 



9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 8, vdierein the communications network is the 
Internet. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising: 

an electronic distribution mechanism to automntic rily install the unused electtomc asset 
on the borrow e r's assignee's computer in response to the lean approval of an assignment of a 
license corresponding to the electronic asset . 



1 1 . (Original) The ^paratus of claim 3, wherein a cormnunity is one of a plurality of types 
of intra-organizational entities, including a project team, department, or division. 
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12. (Currently Amended) A computor readable medium having oomputer - ex e cutabl e 
itt Qtnictinnn for pGrforming: An article of manufacture comDrising: 
an electronicallv accessible mediuT n pmviriinp; instmcti ons that, when execute d bv an 

apparatus, cauae the apparatus to 

managing manage a plurality of xiser accounts; 

managing manape at least one license for an unuaed electronic asset loan e d assigned by a 
user having one of the plurality of user accounts; 

controlling control the borrowin g assignment of the at least one license for the unus e d 
electronic asset hy to another user having another one of the plurality of user accounts; and 

not^fyi'tig notify the borrower assignee when a4eaft an asgj^ment to the borrow e r 
assignee of the license for the miufi e d electronic asset is approved, 

(Original) The computer readable m e dium article of manufeicture of claim 12, wherein 
the electronicallv accessible medium provi Hinfy ingtn ictions that when executed bv the 
a pparatus, cause the apparatus 

to managing manage the plurality of user accounts includes instructions to cause the 
apparatus to associating associate each user account with a one of a plurality of communities; 

to m OT ^ gi ^g manage the license includes instructions to cauise the apparatus to 
rt^nnH.^ ting oaoooiatin g associate the license with a one of the plurality of communities and 
assigning assign the license to one of the plurality of user accounts; and 

controlling ^nnlrnl the assignment of the at least one license further includes instructions 
to cause the apparatus to- restricting restrict the borrowing assignment of the license to eligible 
borrowera assignees, wherein an eligible borrower assignee is associated with the same 
community as the license. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The computer - readabl e m e d tot article of irt annfer^tnre of claim 
13 >invinjr rnmpiTt e r e x e cutabl e infltnictioni; for furthef^K^fonriiB gr -wherein the 
electronicallv accessible medium providing instructions that when executed bv an 
a pparatus, further cause the apparatus to 
displaying displav the imus e d electronic asset; and 
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ronnni gniBg reassign the license of the unused electromc asset to another one of the 
plurality of user accounts in response to a selection of the unus e d electronic asset from the 
display by a borrows an assignee using the another one of the plurality of user accounts. 

1 5 . (Currently Amended) The computer readable medium article of manufacture of claim 
1 4 whereinf the electronically accessible medium providing instructions that when 
executed bv the apparatus, cause the apparatus 

managing manage the plurality of user accounts includes instructions that cause the 
apparatus to addiag add or d e leting delete each user account into at least one of a plurality of 
access control lists or not ; 

managing manage the license includes instructions that cause the apparatus to ojGOciatin g 
associate the unuoed electromc asset with a one of the plurality of access control lists; and 

oontrollin g control the assignment of the at least one license further includes instmctioTis 
that caiLse the apparatus to fesfeefeg restrict the borrowing assigncment of a license to a 
borrow e r an assignee listed on the access control list to which the electronic asset is assigned. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 
managing a plurality of user accounts; 

managing licenses for a plurality of imused electronic assets; 

receiving a request from a user of one of the plurality of user accoimts to leaa assign 
anoth e r unus e d an^electronic asset to another user of another of the plurality of user accounts; 

generating a license and associated license restrictions for the onothor unuDod electronic 
asset according to the restrictions specified by the user requesting the a^isignTnent lean; 

adding the license of the onothor ttauscd electronic asset to the plurality of managed 
unuflod electronic assets; and 

controlling the borrowuig assignment of each Ucense for the plurality of ueused electronic 
assets by a borrow e r to an assimee having one of the plurality of user accounts. 

1 7. (Previously Amended) The method of claim 1 6, v^^erein: 

managing the plurality of user accounts includes associating each user account with a one 
of a plurality of communities; 
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managiiig the licenses includes associating each license wth one of the plurality of 
communities and assigning each license to one of the plurality of user accounts; and 

controlling further mcludes restricting the b orrowing asssignment of licenses to eligibl e 
boiroworo, wher e m an e ligib te b e f rower an assignee who is associated with the same community 
as the license. 

(Previously Amended) The method of claim 17, wherein the one of a plurality of 
communities is an organizational entity, including a division, department or team, 

(Currently Amended) The method of claim 16, further comprising displaying the 
plurality of ueused electronic assets. 

(Ciurentiy Amended) The method of claim 19, further comprising receiving a selection 
of one of the plurality of unus e d electronic assets from the display by a borrow e r an 
assignee using one of the plurality of user accounts, approving a4eafi an aQsifrtimftnt of 
the unused electronic asset to the borrower assigjiee based on the license restrictions 
associated with the unuaod electronic asset, and reassigning the license for the unus e d 
electronic asset to the boirow e r's assignee's user account 

(Currentiy Amended) The method of claim 1 6, wherein: 

managing the plurality of user accounts includes adding or deleting each user account into 
at least one of a plurality of access control lists or not ; 

managing the license includes associating the unuood electronic asset with a one of the 
plurality of access control lists; and 

controlling further includes restricting the boitowing f^sifmment of a license to a 
borrow e f an assignee l isted on the access control list to which the electronic asset is assigned. 

22. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method comprising: 
managing a plurality of user accounts; 
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generating a license and associated license restrictions for an unus e d electronic asset on a 
lending library server^ the unuDcd electronic asset loaned assigned by a lendftF user having one of 
the plurality of user accounts: 

displaying to a borrow e r an assignee having another one of the plurality of user accounts 
the license and associated license restrictions on a lending library client; 

receiving a borrow e r an assignee's selection for the license and transferring the license to 
the borrow e r assignee if eUgible in accordance with the associated, license restrictions; and 

transmitting to the borrower assignee instructions for the installation of the unus e d 
electronic asset in compliance with the transferred license on the lending library client, 

23, (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein the lending library server and the lending 
library cUent are connected to a communications network. 



(Currently Amended) The method of claim 22, wherein the associated license 
restrictions require the borrower assignee to belong to a cormnunity, the community being 
the same community to which the unus e d electronic asset belongs. 

(Currently Amended) The method of claim 24, wherein the associated license 
restrictions further require the borrower assignee to be listed on an access control list 
associated with the imuis e d electronic asset. 



26. (Original) The method of claim 24, wherein the community is an organizational entity, 
including a division, department or team. 

27. (Previously Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the electronic asset lending 
library database resides on a removable data storage device. 

28. (Previously Amended) The apparatus of claim 27, vdierein the data storage device is a 
CD-ROM or a DVD-ROM. 
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